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ADVANCE PRAISE FOR A WORLD APART

“The Stockdale family crystallized the cruel separation 
Americans experienced during the Vietnam War,  
when fathers and husbands were taken as prisoners 
in harsh conditions, far removed from their wives and 
children. Sid missed his father’s presence during the 
crucial and formative periods of his life. The family’s 
fortitude confers significance to what he observes in this 
moving memoir: ‘There are some things we experience 
in life that we may never be able to explain, only feel 
and wonder.’ Sid dealt with his challenges with dignity 
and faith.”—HENRY A. KISSINGER

Sid Stockdale was eleven years old when his father’s US 
Navy fighter jet was shot down over North Vietnam 
and he was held a POW in the infamous “Hanoi 

Hilton” for the next seven years. When Sid’s mother, Sybil 
Stockdale, found the government’s handling of the POW 
issue incompetent she began organizing other POW wives 
and demanding change. She also began working with Naval 
Intelligence, sending and receiving secretly coded letters 
with Sid’s Dad in prison. Sid Stockdale was thrown headlong 
into this emotional and political cauldron; a young boy 
forced to deal with adult traumas and relentless struggle. 
As his father’s treatment and fate as a prisoner became 
more desperate and his mother’s arduous struggle began to 
take its toll on her health, Sid did his best to cope, provide 
support, care for his two younger brothers, and survive 
adolescence. This is the story of how Sid emerged from this 
nightmare a healthy young man and how his family was 
reunited and rebuilt their life together.
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